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R ussel James DeCoite, born February 6, 1955, of Olinda, Maui,

passed away on January 31, 2026.

Russel was a true cowboy, a paniolo first and always. He grew up in Kokomo alongside his siblings

Alan, Cindy, Mark, and Karen, working from a young age at the family’s meat packing house and
cattle ranch. He carried a lifelong love for working with cattle, horses, sheep, and goats, and took
great pride in caring for his own animals.

A graduate of St. Anthony’s School, Class of 1973, Russel continued his education in Arizona for a
time. In his younger years, he enjoyed bronc and bull riding and became a record-holding twin

roper at the Makawao Rodeos, competing with his partner Melvin. With the help of his father and
friends, he even built his own arena in Kokomo near his childhood home.

Russel also loved the ocean. He especially enjoyed early morning surf sessions before school,

often making Cindy wait patiently in the car while he was out in the waves. He loved fishing and
bird hunting as well, and gave Karen’s son, Raye, his very first hunting lesson.

His greatest passion was working cattle alongside his dad, Tony, on the ranches they both owned,

ZD and Rocking R. To his children, Russel was larger than life: funny, endlessly entertaining, and
always ready to share stories. Family and friends would often request that he bring his beloved lau

lau to gatherings, a special touch that became part of every celebration.

Russel was a fair and helpful man who lived a life of peaceful solitude in the trees of his beloved
property in Olinda. He will be deeply missed by all who knew and loved him.

Russel is survived by his mother, Frances DeCoite; his stepchildren Jordan, Jenny, and Justin
Bateman; and his grandchildren Tyler, Trevor, Maddie, and Aubrey. He is also survived by his
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sisters Cindy Parris and Karen Perreira, his brothers Mark and Alan DeCoite, and many nieces
and nephews.

He is preceded in death by his partner of 30 years, Annie Bateman, and his father, Anthony
DeCoite.

A service will be held on Friday, February 20th, at St. Joseph’s Church in Makawao:
8:45 a.m. Family Visit
9:00 a.m. Public Visit

10:30 a.m. Eulogy
11:00 a.m. Mass

Russel will be remembered for his love of the paniolo life and the stories he was always a part of.
A true Maui paniolo, the storyteller, the cowboy everyone knew, now riding off into the sunset.
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Funeral

St. Joseph Catholic Church

1294 Makawao Ave., Makawao HI 96768
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9:00 AM - 12:00 PM HST
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Jazmine Berrios shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album.

February 19 at 8:56 PM

Jazmine Berrios shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album.

February 14 at 11:47 PM

Mary E Meehan shared 2 photos to the Tribute Wall album.

Russel and Annie started their life long love affair when they both attended St.

Anthony High School. After they graduated they went away to Arizona for college.

But family ties were always important. When my daughter, Cori Malia Kauhaahaa was

born in 1975. They made it a priority to come home to Maui and see her. The first

photo is Russel, Annie and Cori in the DeCoite family home. Second photo...St. Anthony PromWhen my

sister Annie and I returned to Maui in 1995 to care for our mother who was ill. Russel sought Annie out,

they went on a romantic date and were together since that day and created a beautiful life together.

Filled with family, horses, cattle and ranching. ❤️

February 12 at 9:34 AM

David Kim shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album.

February 12 at 9:34 AM

PAGE 6 OF 11



Media DeCoite, Russel James
FEB  6, 1955 - JAN  31, 2026

Jazmine Berrios shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album. February 19 at 8:56 PM
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Jazmine Berrios shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album. February 14 at 11:47 PM
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Mary E Meehan shared 2 photos to the Tribute Wall album. February 13 at 5:34 PM
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David Kim shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album. February 12 at 9:34 AM

PAGE 10 OF 11



Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Russel by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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